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From the Acting Principal  Date: 23rd February, 2024 

 

VISION : Through a sense of connectedness to peers, teachers and the community, Mornington Park                     

Primary School provides a safe and harmonious learning environment which nurtures the whole child for 

success in a changing world.  

VALUES:  Honesty, Perseverance, Cooperation, Kindness, Responsibility.  

Last Friday saw our first school assembly.  The year 6 leaders received their badges and ran the 

assembly with confidence and enthusiasm.  It was lovely seeing so many parents and families at 

our assembly.  It occurs every Friday of the odd weeks of term at 2:30pm in Djambana if you 

would like to attend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education 

Year 3 and 5 students have started getting ready for NAPLAN which starts on the 13th March.  At 

MPPS we make these assessments stress free, the children 

 

Building works 

Playground opened last week to great excitement.  The children are loving the pirate ship, monkey 

bars and 3 cubby houses. 

                             



FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL 
 CONTINUED 

We are thrilled to announce that Nathan, has been awarded a grant from Special Olympics  

Australia to promote and facilitate fun, safe, and engaging activities for students with intellectual 

disabilities and those with ASD. 

 

At MPPS, we are committed to present inclusive sports, games, and recreational activities, that  

promote physical fitness, social interaction, and overall well-being among all our students, while al-

so fostering a sense of belonging and camaraderie within our school community.  

 

We look forward to seeing the exciting activities that Nathan will implement with the support of this 

grant, and we are very much grateful to Special Olympics Australia for their generosity and commit-

ment to promoting inclusion and diversity in education. 

Attendance  

There are some students having difficulty with separation in the mornings.  Please see the class 

teacher to assist you with strategies.  It is amazing how quickly the children settle once in the class-

room with their friends! 

We have had a lot of children out with illnesses this last fortnight.  Please keep an eye out for contin-

uous coughing and fever and let us know at the office if your child is unwell.  Remember to teach 

your child about good hygiene practices such as washing their hands. 

 

Playtime Clubs 

Throughout the year playtime clubs will occur during recess and lunch.  Children can attend as many 

of these activities as they want.  If your child has a good idea for a playtime club, tell them to come 

an see me. 

At the moment we have: 

Chess – 2pm on Wednesday in Frankie’s room 

Lego building – 11:40am on Wednesday in library 

Board game and cards – 11:40am in library 

Cyber safety 

On Monday 26th Feb, Victorian Police will be coming to school to do a cyber saftey session with 

grades 3-6.  Each newsletter we will also be sending home information tips and tricks for keeping 

your child safe online.  Please see the sheet attached. 

See you all around the school. 

 

Kath   



 
Message from Nathan 

 

Promoting healthy swimming 
 

Swimming is a great way to stay fit and active, and an important skill for life. As our school 
participates in swimming programs, it’s important we all take steps to stop the spread of 
germs at the pool. This summer, the Victorian Department of Health advises there has been 
an increase in the number of people infected with cryptosporidiosis (crypto) – a type of  
gastroenteritis. Some people are attending pools while infectious, which spreads the infection 
to others. 
 
To keep pools safe and clean for everyone, please follow these healthy swimming steps  
before we dive into the pool: 
 
· do not swim if you have diarrhoea 
· shower and wash with soap before swimming 
· wash your hands with soap after using the toilet 
· avoid swallowing pool water 
· change nappies in nappy-change areas only. 
 
Please encourage your child to follow the above steps to support everyone’s safety in pools. 
Please also keep your child absent from swimming lessons at school if they have had  
gastroenteritis or diarrhoea in the 14 days before the lesson. Families with any health  
concerns should see their doctor or contact NURSE-ON-CALL by phone: 1300 606 024 
(available 24 hours). 
 
Find out more 
For more information on protecting against gastroenteritis, families can refer to the following 
Better Health Channel pages: · Healthy swimming, including a video with transcript ·  
Swimming – keeping the water clean · Gastroenteritis in children. 
 
Thank you, 
Nathan  
 





 
NANDO’S LUNCH ORDER 

Students have the opportunity of ordering a Nando’s lunch order.   
Complete order form and return by Wednesday of each week. Lunches are 
delivered each Friday.  Order forms can also be obtained from the office. 
If your child is away on a Friday, we suggest you ring the Nandos store in 
Mornington and see if they can hold your order for the next week. 



to our school 





WOMIN DJEKA FESTIVAL 2024 
  
MPPS is excited to be involved in the Womin Djeka Festival again this year. Our theme for 2024 is the story of Barraeemal 
the Emu. Our students have enjoyed exploring this Dreaming story shared by N’Arweet Carolyn Briggs, a Bunurong/Boon 
Wurrung elder who has been working closely with the staff and children of Balnarring Preschool. We have explored how 
the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung people looked to the constellations, seeing the dark spaces between the stars where Bar-
raeemal the celestial emu is connected to the lifecycle of Barraeemal the terrestrial emu. 
At Yarning Circle our Koorie Kids have prepared 4 pieces of marine ply, painting them black to show the night sky for 
each season. These boards will be taken to the Womin djeka Festival on Saturday 2nd March as an interactive display 
where visitors can add a star to the milky way using white paint. Barraeemal the Dark Emu will be shown in his various 
positions in the Milky Way as the seasons progress, linking with the lifecycle of the emu. If any parents or friends would 
like to help out with manning our display at any stage between 9-5pm on Saturday 2nd March please let Lee in Prep S 
know. 
Once complete, our Dark Emus will be mounted on the school fence along Robertson Drive.  
Come along to the Festival and add your star to the Milky Way! 
From the MPPS RAP team 



















February 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

   1 
Preps Start 

school today 

2 
Welcome to Country 

and Smoking  
Ceremony 

3 4 

5 6 7 
No Preps today 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 
No Preps today 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 
No Preps today 

22 23 
YAWA Swim team  

try-outs 

24 25 

26 27 28 
No Preps today 

29    

March 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 
Year 1/2 Main/
Steiner PARC 

swimming  
lessons 

5 
Year 1/2 Main/
Steiner PARC 

swimming  
lessons 

6 
No Preps today 
Year 1/2 Main/
Steiner PARC 

swimming  
Lessons 

YAWA District 
Swimming  

7 
Year 1/2 Main/
Steiner PARC 

swimming  
lessons 

8 
Year 1/2 Main/
Steiner PARC  

swimming  
lessons 

9 10 

11 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

LABOUR DAY 

12 

Division  
Swimming YR 5/6 

Selected  
students 

13 14 
NAPLAN  

test period 
I Sea, I Care 

15 
NAPLAN  

test period 
Free Dress Day—

donate a choc. egg 

16 17 

18 
NAPLAN  

test period 

19 
NAPLAN  

test period 

20 
NAPLAN  

test period 

21 
NAPLAN  

test period 

22 
NAPLAN  

test period 

23 24 

25 
Grade 5/6  

Urban Camp 

26 
Grade 5/6  

Urban Camp 

27 
Grade 5/6  

Urban Camp 

28 
END OF TERM 

2.30PM DISMISSAL 

29 
 

30 31 


